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struggled to establish a peaceful cooperation
with the nation of Pakistan. As you know,
Pakistan has made a transition from the thin
guise of democracy to an outright military
state.

Despite this fact, India has made repeated
efforts to establish peaceful and economically
prosperous relations with Pakistan.

Evidence of this can be found in India’s
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee extending
the hand of friendship to Pakistan President
Musharraf. This is the latest act of good faith
by India even though Pakistan has consist-
ently reverted in their promises to uphold their
end in recent years. In February of 1999 India
and Pakistan signed the Lahore Declaration
under which they pledged to establish a pro-
cedure for resolving their differences through
bilateral negotiations. Pakistan subsequently
betrayed this when their forces crossed the
Line of Control in Kashmir, resulting in the
loss of hundreds of lives and international con-
demnation. Pakistan also broke the latest
cease-fire initiated by India, yet Vajpayee still
decided to invite Musharraf to a summit this
past month. While the summit collapsed,
Vajpayee has vowed to continue dialogue to
try to bring about peace with India’s neighbor.

India is of utmost importance to the United
States, not only because of our shared prin-
ciples, but also because of India’s strategic
importance. They have showed the Western
World time and time again that they serve as
a vital stabilizing force in the South Asian re-
gion. India has committed itself both politically
and economically with the United States. In
March of 2000, our countries participated in
the U.S.-India Summit in New Dehli, where a
Vision Statement was crafted. This statement
committed both countries to fight against ter-
rorism, prevent the proliferation of nuclear
weapons, expand trade, and a variety of other
important issues. To this day, India continues
to reduce barriers to trade, and bilateral trade
has grown from less than $5 billion in 1993 to
over $15 billion in 2000. India has not just
passed the litmus test of foreign governments,
but they have passed the much harder test of
Western corporations that look for a profitable
environment. There are hundreds of U.S. com-
panies investing in India: AT&T, Citicorp, Mor-
gan Stanley, Ford Motor Company, and IBM
just to name a few.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I
rise on behalf of the Indian-Americans in my
district, and the 1.6 million all over this country
to extend my congratulations to the largest de-
mocracy in the world. India has survived hos-
tile neighbors, the transition from colonialism,
recent earthquakes and droughts, and adapta-
tion to the world economy, and with the con-
tinued support of the United States, will do so
for many years to come.
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
Thomas L. Berkley for his contributions to the
community and to the nation.

Mr. Berkley, who was born in Illinois in
1915, moved with his family to Southern Cali-
fornia at the age of four. In 1936, he attended

Fullerton Junior College, where he earned an
Associate of Arts Degree. He went on to
UCLA and completed his Bachelor of Science
Degree in Business Administration and Fi-
nance, and then attended Hastings Law
School in San Francisco where he received
his Juris Doctor and became active in the
NAACP. He was admitted to the California
State Bar in 1943.

After finishing his academic career, Mr.
Berkley proudly joined the United States Army
and fought bravely in World War II, achieving
the rank of Second Lieutenant.

At the end of the war, Mr. Berkley returned
to Oakland in the Bay Area and became the
head of one of the nation’s largest integrated,
bilingual law firms. He helped establish the ca-
reers of notable men such as Judges Clinton
White and Allen Broussard, and former May-
ors of Oakland, Elihu Harris and Lionel Wil-
son,

Mr. Berkley has not only been active in law,
but also in business and in the media. He was
the president of Berkley International Ltd,
Berkley Technical Services and CEO of Berk-
ley Financial Services. Mr. Berkley also was
the publisher of the Alameda Publishing Cor-
poration which publishes the Oakland, San
Francisco and Richmond Post newspapers. in
the public service arena, Tom Berkley served
as a Member of the Oakland Unified School
District School Board and an advisor to the
Greater ACORN Community Improvement As-
sociation.

Mr. Berkley is a ‘‘Man for all Seasons’’. He
is a visionary, a motivator, an educator, a
mentor, and an entrepreneur. He has made a
significant contribution in all of his many local,
state, national, and international endeavors
and has given his all for the betterment of our
community and society.

As a friend and supporter, Tom Berkley has
always been a trusted confidant, and I have
benefitted from his wisdom, his encourage-
ment, and his compassion.

I am honored to salute Tom Berkley, and I
take great pride in celebrating with his family,
friends and colleagues his distinguished life
and accomplishments.
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Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to inform
the House of my intent to introduce legislation
aimed at assisting a unique community devel-
opment project in my district. Specifically,
when the House convenes following the Au-
gust recess, I plan to introduce the Kendall
Square Project Redevelopment and Real
Property Reconveyance Act of 2001.

This legislation is critical to the efforts of the
Cambridge Redevelopment Authority to pro-
vide much needed open space and affordable
housing to the residents of Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts. The parcel of land that will be uti-
lized for the project is currently federal prop-
erty, owned by the U.S. Department of Trans-
portation (DOT). Known as Parcel 1, the land
is home to the John A. Volpe National Trans-

portation Systems Center. The Center pro-
vides technical analysis, research and project
management to DOT and other Federal agen-
cies.

Recently, the General Services Administra-
tion has concluded that fifty-five percent of the
federal land adjacent to the Volpe Center is
not being utilized and another twenty-eight
percent of the land is underutilized. The legis-
lation which I will propose directs the DOT to
reconvey any unused or underutilized Parcel 1
to the Cambridge Redevelopment Authority for
the development of open space and affordable
housing. The area proposed for reconveyance
represents 5.8 acres of almost entirely vacant
land. DOT will retain the remaining 8.5 acres
of Parcel 1, which has been deemed to be
enough land to allow for a continuance of cur-
rent operations at the Volpe Center, as well as
future expansion of its physical plant to ac-
commodate future growth of the facility’s oper-
ations.

Make no mistake about it Mr. Speaker, this
project is a win/win proposition for all parties
involved. The federal government reconveys
unused and underutilized land, while maintain-
ing the integrity of the Volpe Center and its
operations. The Cambridge Redevelopment
Authority and the residents of Cambridge, in
turn, receive much-needed land to address the
urgent need for open space and affordable
housing. This bill will go a long way toward
meeting this need and I look forward to having
the House consider this legislation.
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a distinguished American, an ex-
traordinary Californian, a beloved friend and
an institution in San Mateo County—Eleanore
Druehl Nettle, who passed away in June of
this year.

Eleanore Nettle served for thirty-three years
as a Trustee on the San Mateo County Com-
munity College Board, longer than any other
trustee in the history of the District. During her
tenure she attended almost 800 Board meet-
ings and served as President of the Board
nine times. She was the driving force in fos-
tering the growth of the District from a single
campus to three, and from 2,700 students to
more than 30,000. Half-a-million students at-
tended the college while she sat on the Board.

Eleanore Nettle gave generously of her time
and talents to the League of Women Voters
and the American Association of University
Women. She was recognized throughout Cali-
fornia as a leader in community college affairs
and received many awards and honors, in-
cluding the Trustee of the Year Award given
by the California Community College Trustees
Association. Eleanore was appointed by Gov-
ernor Edmund G. ‘‘Pat’’ Brown as a commu-
nity college representative to the Coordinating
Council for Higher Education and re-appointed
by Governor Reagan.

Eleanore was a graduate of the College of
San Mateo and an active and faith-filled mem-
ber of her church since 1950. She was the de-
voted wife of the late Lester Nettle and the
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proud mother of a daughter, twin sons and a
granddaughter.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to a great and good woman,
Eleanore Druehl Nettle and offer the condo-
lences of the entire House of Representatives
to her family. We are a better community, a
better country and a better people because of
her.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
pay tribute to Bonnie Hudgeons for setting an
example and for providing hope to transplant
patients.

In 1986, Bonnie, a longtime Lake City, Colo-
rado resident, was given blood that was in-
fected with Hepatitis C during her heart by-
pass surgery. Not until 1991, when she had
an angioplasty surgery, did her doctors realize
that she had the infection. In 1997, she was
first considered for a liver transplant, but be-
cause the demand for liver transplants out-
weighs the supply, Bonnie was turned down.
‘‘They thought I was too far gone,’’ she told
Nicole Ashton of Silver World. She persisted
by asking for a second opinion, and this time
her name was added to the waiting list. Bon-
nie’s health deteriorated from there. She fell
into four of five comas, once for a period of
five days and she was unable to care for her-
self even when she was conscious.

In March of 2000, after 14 months on the
waiting list, Bonnie got the okay for a trans-
plant. The surgery lasted for seven hours, and
she had several complications afterward, in-
cluding temporary kidney failure and memory
problems. In spite of the difficulties with the
surgery, Bonnie said, ‘‘I had faith, trusted in
God, and made it through.’’

Bonnie emphasizes her gratitude for her
donor. Through the hospital, she was able to
get in touch with the donor’s family, and they
exchanged letters. Bonnie wrote, for instance,
‘‘I will forever marvel at the miraculous gift of
life an organ donor gives.’’ Bonnie eventually
also met her donor’s parents and sister. ‘‘We
still email back and forth,’’ she said. ‘‘I carry a
picture of Chad in my billfold.’’

Mr. Speaker, Bonnie Hudgeons, who is
sometimes called ‘‘the miracle girl,’’ is a
source of hope for anyone who faces difficult
odds. I would like to pay tribute to her for
sharing her story, and for being an inspiration
both to those who need a transplant and for
those who are contemplating becoming a
donor.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
thank Steve Rippy for helping to build a suc-
cessful assessor’s office in Garfield County,
Colorado, and to wish him luck on his next en-
deavor as New Castle Town Administrator.

Steve served as Garfield County assessor
for almost seven years, and his total time in
the office amounts to twenty years. In addition,
he served as New Castle Mayor for seven
years and as Councilman for eight years.
Steve was also a member of the Town Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission for fifteen years.

Steve reflected on his time as Garfield
County assessor, telling Mike McKibbin of The
Daily Sentinel, ‘‘I think I’m proudest of a well-
organized and efficient office with appraisals
of property.’’ Steve’s satisfaction is certainly
well founded, as the ‘‘significant reduction in
the number of appeals (of reappraisals)’’ dur-
ing his time there reflects. Certainly related,
too, are Steve’s communication skills. ‘‘We’re
very willing to listen to people,’’ he said.

In addition, Steve demonstrated his ability to
overcome adversity. While the assessor’s of-
fice employed sixteen people when Steve
began working in 1981, they lost nearly one
third of their workers when the oil shale bust
forced the office to lose five employees. How-
ever, under Steve’s direction, the assessor’s
office bounced back nicely. ‘‘Now we’re almost
back to where we were and I think we’re able
to handle so many more new subdivisions,’’
he said.

Certainly, Mr. Speaker, Steve Rippy is an
excellent community servant and a skilled
leader. I would like to congratulate him for a
job well done, and to wish him well on his new
career.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

take this opportunity to pay tribute to Earnest
‘‘Doc’’ Walcher of Gypsum, Colorado. After 25
years of retirement, Doc is now lending his
hand to the town of Gypsum. He and town
manager Jeff Shroll, it turns out, make a great
team as well as good neighbors.

Doc Walcher was born in 1921 in Okla-
homa, and he moved with his family to Gyp-
sum during the Depression. He enlisted in the
Army during World War II as an aircraft me-
chanic, serving at Guadalcanal and in the Phil-
ippines. After the war, he returned to Gypsum,
where he has resided ever since.

Doc served the people of Colorado diligently
before his retirement, working as head super-
visor of the Colorado State Highway Depart-
ment. He helped build and maintain Highway
24, Tennessee Pass, and Interstate 70 over
Vail Pass before retiring in 1976.

Jeff Shroll, Gypsum’s Town Manager, ‘‘no-
ticed that Walcher, who lives directly across
the street. . .had the most manicured and
best-kept lawn in town.’’ Jeff asked Doc if he
might be interested in helping to keep up the
lawns in Turgeonville, a property owned by
Gypsum. Walcher eagerly accepted, and now
that he is working again, he is ‘‘loving every
minute of it,’’ according to Julie Imada-Howard
of the Vail Daily. The feeling seems mutual;
Jeff says that it has been ‘‘great to work with’’
Doc.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to honor Doc
Walcher for his continued service and willing-
ness to help the community. He is truly an in-
spiration to us all.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to honor Dr. Richard
Hoffman, Colorado’s chief medical officer and
state epidemiologist. Richard recently resigned
from his position at the Colorado Department
of Public Health and Environment, after serv-
ing as state epidemiologist since 1987, and as
chief medical officer since 1998.

Richard has remained active, professional,
and reliable throughout his time with the Colo-
rado Department of Public Health and Envi-
ronment. He has drafted laws, seen his
writings published in over sixty peer-reviewed
journals, written for ten non-peer-review or
public health publications, written two book
chapters and five published letters.

According to Dr. Sue Binder of the National
Center for Injury Prevention and Control divi-
sion of the United States Department of
Health and Human Services, he also directed
one of the division’s most successful traumatic
brain injury (TBI) surveillance projects. In addi-
tion, he helped to launch the Colorado follow-
up registry. These efforts have ‘‘led to the first
credible estimate of TBI-related disability and
health services usage prevalence in the
United States.’’ The Colorado TBI registry,
wrote Dr. Binder, ‘‘blazed the trail for our
planned efforts to create spinal cord injury reg-
istries.’’

In addition, according to a draft of the Colo-
rado Board of Health Resolution, Richard
‘‘epitomizes public health leadership and
leaves an indelible legacy of accomplish-
ments.’’ The resolution says, also, ‘‘Dr. Hoff-
man’s efforts have paved the way for signifi-
cantly improving the health and welfare of our
state’s population.’’ Jane Norton, the executive
director of the Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment agrees; she wrote,
‘‘The bottom line is that his efforts have trans-
lated into making Colorado a healthier place to
live and raise a family.’’

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Richard Hoffman’s exper-
tise, leadership, compassion, and hard work
have improved the state of Colorado. I would
like to thank him for his positive influence on
Colorado’s health care, and I wish him well on
his future endeavors. His dedication is cer-
tainly deserving of this honor.
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
honor a remarkable individual who performs a
remarkable service, and has for more than 22
years. Just this past May, Capt. Milton R.
Waldrop, better known as Capt. Wally
Waldrop, retired from Lake Piloting.

Born in Texas, Capt. Waldrop joined the
Navy in 1948, serving aboard the aircraft car-
rier USS Tarawa, which served as embassy
protection during the Chinese Revolution in
1948, He left the service in 1952 and moved
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